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High School Students from Michigan Visited Palau and Assisted 

BentProp Locate Missing U.S. Military Personnel and Aircraft 

 

 
 

The American NGO BentProp and a U.S. high school advanced 

underwater robotics class joined forces to search for remains of U.S. 

military personnel and aircraft. Bob Richard, a robotics teacher and his 

class from Stockbridge, High School in Stockbridge, Michigan, designed 

and constructed an underwater remotely operated vehicle (ROV) for use 

by Bent Prop in its searches.  The students teamed up with BentProp and 

scoured over crash sites in hopes of finding remains. Ambassador Reed-

Rowe personally thanked the students and their teachers for their 

contributions to locate and identify remains of missing U.S. servicemen.  

During their visit from March 26-April 7, the students received an 

enthusiastic response from students at two Palauan schools they visited to 

talk about their experiences building robots.  They also toured the famous 

rock islands, and enjoyed a farewell dinner hosted by President Toribiong.    

 

Stockbridge High School is located in a rural area of Michigan and has 

about 400 students.  At the farewell dinner, the students promised to tell 

 



everyone they know and local media about Palau.  One of the students 

described their trip to Palau as “the trip of a lifetime.” 
### 


